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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Back from the Black Hills and on the road with 
Top Cats. Two rides over the weekend were well 
planned and executed by Mark Heller and Windy 
Krepel respectively. The first was a return of the 
Wheels and Water ride with new routes. Thirteen 
riders and passengers, including guests, had a full 
day in the saddle with stops for fuel, lunch, and a 
ferry ride across the Wisconsin River near 
Baraboo. 

On Sunday, Windy led seventeen riders and pas-
sengers on the initial "Ladies Choice" ride staying 
close to Woodstock and McHenry while hitting 
many of the scenic two lane country roads that 
seemed to be traffic free for Windy's inaugural 
ride. 

Tailgunner has always been a particularly enjoy-
able place to be on a group ride because, as one 
who tends to gawk, it was easy to drift away, 
return to position and not interfere with other rid-
ers. Also, watching the procession from the rear as 
the bikes followed the curves in the road, formed 
a single line and returned to the staggered forma-
tion and rolled up and down small inclines was 
like watching a well choreographed ballet. That 
says a lot about the way we ride, the experience of 
the riders, and the influence of our experienced 
Grass instructors. 

Moving from Tailgunner to the 2-spot has been 
equally rewarding. Road captains, ride leaders, or 
pick-up ride leaders seem to all have the ability to 
lead a group of Top Cats and make it look easy. 
THANKS! 

Larry Scalzitti is the chairman of a new commit- 
tee. WELCOME LARRY! We are going formal with 
the long distance riding format. He and his team 

will be developing a curriculum that will include 
information of places to visit, planning, prepara-
tion, and execution of the long ride. There are 
many considerations to prepare oneself, the bike, 
and the route. Larry will be working with Director 
Windy Krepel and will choose his own team. Why 
does one think there will be emphasis on MSF 
instructors? We'll see what he has planned soon 
enough. His experience and expertise is well 
respected; his butt really IS iron. 

We have a wealth of experience within our ranks 
that should be shared. Larry's group is going to be 
a factor in getting information to the membership; 
another source should be articles in the ROAR 
from some of our road warriors. This year 
Maureen and I stayed a Sylvan Lake Lodge in 
Custer, South Dakota. The rates were reasonable, 
the location outstanding for access to instant rid-
ing, small towns, and outstanding views from the 
stone porch at the lodge. Breakfast was buffet style 
al less than restaurant prices and the bar had good 
single malt. Previously we stayed at the lodge in 
Spearfish Canyon. Starting the day in the canyon 
meant you were always going to have a great ride 
instantly. Please take a minute and jot a few words 
for the ROAR about where you stayed in the Black 
Hills, at the Four Corners, while in the Smokies, 
heading from the desert, or while touring the East 
and or West Coasts. 

And the BEST part of our trips were the people we 
rode with and followed, and learned from. 

It's fun to be a Top Cat when you take advantage 
of the opportunities! 

Chuck Prettyman 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Prettyman Chuck President 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Brandt Gary VP 847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Marcyan Carlton Treasurer 312-218-5560 cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Heniff Jim Past Pres. 847 381-5357 jheniff@mailstation.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Malia Thomas Director 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Schaffer Don Director 847-564-1489 numbersman@cjbs.com  

COMMITTEES 

Malia Thomas Charity 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
Case Ric GRASS 847-550-6543 rcase@comcast.net  
Lunde John Road Captains 847-459-2488 monger1@hotmail.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Swearingen Scott Webmaster 630-327-8139 Scott@inetguys.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 630-327-8139 Bcarmody@email.com  
Ryan William Sgt at Arms 847-524-1044 ryanbuildr@aol.com  

Tripoli Shrine of Milwaukee 
Charity Run 

By Gary Brandt 

This year the Top Cats had an opportunity to 
participate in the Milwaukee Based Tripoli 
Shrine charity ride. 13 Top Cats met up with 
a bunch of local members of the Shrine 
Motor Corp at the Gurnee Holiday Inn. We 
actually have a Top Cat (Taz) who is a mem-
ber of the Corp. Placed in the middle of a 
long procession up to the start location 
(House of Harley) outside of Milwaukee, and 
led by Windy, we witnessed first hand the rid-
ing techniques that the Motor Corp uses. 
Having a CB helped out as they do all their 
signaling via radio. Once at the start loca-
tion we registered and we were led on a 100 
mile trip around the countryside, up Lake 
Michigan, and through the city, ending at 
the Tripoli Shrine in Milwaukee. 

Aside from food and a band, they also 
had hundreds of silent auction and raffle 
items. We ended up spending the entire 
day. Some other activities included a 
"slow drag race" where you had to see 
how slow you could ride without putting 
your feet down. Our own Taz took 3rd 
place. 

This ride benefited the Shriners Hospitals 
and it is always helpful to see how other 
organizations do their charity rides. I am 
sure we will steal some ideas from them 
for future events. 

A big thanks to Windy for being our Road 
Captain and adding this event to our cal-
endar. Diversity in rides adds to our enjoy-
ment of the sport and this one was first 
class all the way. 



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
(August 1, 2006) 

Vice President Gary Brandt called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's !n President 
Chuck Prettyman's absence. 

We welcomed the following guests: 
Bob Peloza (guest of Dan/Peggy Strickler), Tom 
Nichols (guest of Larry Scalzitti), Dan Farrell 
(guest of Chris Berry), and Karsten Striewe (guest 
of Wayne Kirkpatrick). 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) We have approx $10,000 
in the General Operating account, and $6,000 in the 
Charity account. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Bob Carmody introduced new member 

Jodii Zimmerman, and presented her with her 
nametag. 

Bob mentioned he has order forms available 
in case members would like any of their apparel 
embroidered with a TopCats logo. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Greg Smith provided updates on our 

upcoming rides. As always, please check our web-
site for details. Of special note are the following 
items: 

We've had 12 rides so far. August has 4 
planned, September has 4 planned, and October 
has 2 planned. Open dates are still available, so if 
you have a ride in mind, please contact Greg. 

Windy noted the Ladies Ride (8/20) will 
begin at the Challenger Learning Center in 
Woodstock. Plan to arrive beginning at 9:00, with 
kickstands up at 10:00. She also updated us on 
the Tripoli Shrine ride to Milwaukee (8/27). We will 
be escorted up to Milwaukee by the Medinah 
Motorcycle Corps. 

The Progressive Dinner Ride (8/26) will be 
headed up by Jim Heniff. There will be various 
starting points, with the first stop being Jim's house. 

Tom Malia (Director) 
Mentioned we are less than 6 weeks away 

from the ride. Please remember the single biggest 
objective of the ride is to raise money for NISRA. 
Everyone's help is needed in this effort. 

Ric Case asked members to notify him, or 
others on the Raffle team, when you turn in any sold 
tickets, so you can get credit for selling them. Ric 
also asked members to please contact him if they  

would be interested in helping to sell tickets at 
some of the upcoming local events. 

Lynn Adams noted that Registration forms 
had been passed out at the meeting, and anyone 
wanting to register for the event could do so tonight. 

Tom noted the 2007 Road King we're raffling 
off would be coming in any day now. 

Tom mentioned we are still in need of silent 
auction items, as well as vendors. If you have any 
information on these, please pass these along to 
the committee. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Mentioned many accidents between 

motorists and motorcycles are being caused by the 
inattention of motorists and them simply not seeing 
us. So, please stay focused. 

Introduced Safety Committee Chair Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, who introduced Windy Krepel. Windy 
provided us with an update on the hand signals we 
use when riding. 

Bob Brizzolara mentioned one of the most 
dangerous times during a ride is the rime when you 
get off the road and begin to slow down. Things are 
closer, speed is slower, there are more distractions 
than on the open road, and it just takes more effort 
and concentration on your part to handle them. 

Traveler added in some closing comments, 
the hot weather not only affects you, but also affects 
some things with your motorcycle. Tires get hotter 
quicker, tar strips (road sealant) are more slippery, 
and both contribute to reducing available traction. 

Comments were taken from the floor: 
A question was asked regarding the number 

of tickets that had been sold to date thru the web-
site. So far, there have been 8. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm. 

Respectfully submitteclE.Keith Zawila. 



TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
(August 15, 2006) 

Board Members: 
Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, Keith 
Zawila, Tom Malia, Jim Heniff 

Absent: Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, Carlton 
Marcyan, Don Schaffer 

Guests: Bob Carmody - Membership 

Proceedings: 
President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting 
to order at 7:34 pm. 

The Minutes from the July meeting, previously 
distributed, were approved. The Financials, e-
mailed to us by Carl, were approved as 
received. 

Jim Heniff (Past President) Informed us of a 
motorcycle enthusiasts event being sponsored 
by the Chicago White Sox on September 18th 
for their game against the Detroit Tigers. They 
are offering free parking and ID  price tickets that 
evening. If your group has 20 or more mem-
bers, the group will receive 2 gift certificates to 
a 2007 game, and a scoreboard message for 
your group. We'll see if there is any interest in 
this event. 

Bob Carmody (Membership) Presented 2 
prospective members to the Board for 
approval: Merrily Arguello (Chris Barry), and 
Bob Peloza (Dan and Peggy Strickler). Their 
applications were put to a vote, and both were 
accepted as new members. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) reported on 
Activities/ROAR. No changes to our current 
activities schedule. We have 4 rides this 
month, 4 rides scheduled In September, and 2 
rides scheduled in October. So far, we'll have 
21 rides scheduled for 2006. No major updates 
on ROAR, except to reaffirm any and all articles 
are welcomed. 

Charity Ride is going well except for the fund 
raising aspect of the project. Raffle ticket sales 
are going slow and we have yet to raise enough 
funds to pay for the bike, much less to be in a 
position to provide funds for NISRA. We need 
to put additional emphasis on getting raffle tick-
ets sold and 
on getting the funds and ticket stubs collected. 

The logistics for the day are coming along. The 
Treehouse is finished, the parking lot is taking 
shape, the road is paved, and all arrangements 
with the Volo Museum are going well. 

We need volunteers to assist with many tasks 
on the day of the ride (i.e Ride Leaders, etc). A 
list is being generated identifying these tasks, 
and an e-mail requesting volunteers to assist 
will probably be sent to the membership shortly. 

Chuck Prettyman (President) Informed Board 
members he would like their declarations on 
intentions to run for office at the next Board 
meeting. Please submit these to Chuck (can be 
a note or slip of paper), and he will make sure 
they are passed along to this Year's Nominating 
Committee (headed up by Jim Heniff). 

Our next meeting is scheduled for September 
12th, 7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 pm. 

Respectfully submittedE.Keith Zawila 

TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
(September 12, 2006) 

By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, 
Keith Zawila, Torn Malia, Jim Heniff, Lynn Adams, Windy 
Krepel, Carlton Marcyan, Don Schaffer 

Proceedings: President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting 
to order at 7:35 pm. 

The Minutes from the August meeting, previously distributed, 
were approved. 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) Reported on our Financials. 
Indicated the Charity Ride figures in the report are still being 
processed and are not current. We have approx $8,400 in Tom Malia (Director) reported on Charity. 



Operating account. The Financial Report was approved as pre-
sented. A follow-up discussion ensued on some of the mis-
cellaneous items identified in the report (i.e. flags, wireless PA 
system, etc). It was decided the Membership Committee will 
inventory these items to determine their value in order to get 
our finances current on these items. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) Provided a Summary sheet of 
our 2006 rides. To date, we've had 7 new rides, 14 repeat rides, 
and 5 Non-TopCat rides. In the next issue of ROAR, Gary will 
provide information on thoughts of formulating a committee to 
discuss the future direction for ROAR. A discussion followed 
on various aspects of this. 

Don Schaffer (Director) No updates to report on website 
work, or the research work being done on previous minutes, 
rules, Club protocols, etc. 

Jim Heniff (Past President) Presented an update on upcoming 
elections. Will follow the same format as we've followed the 
past few years. Jim will be including an article in ROAR with 
information to the membership on the elections, along with the 
intentions of the current Board. Following past years, the 
October General Meeting is the last date the Nominating com-
mittee will accept nominations. Nominations will be submit-
ted to the Board at the October Board meeting. In November, 
candidates will be presented and have the opportunity to 
address the membership. In December, the election will be 
held. Jim will be the Chairperson of the Nominating 
Committee. A discussion followed regarding the idea of 'bal-
ancing' out the terms of office in order to have them open up 
at different intervals as opposed to all at once. No decision or 
recommendations were made. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) Chuck provided Keith with a pam-
phlet on the Accident Scene Management seminar. Keith will 
check into the possibility of scheduling this for our member-
ship. 

Windy Krepel (Director)Will be working with Larry Scalzitti 
to come up with a plan for possible Long Distance Rides. 

Lynn Adams (Director) There are no new applicants to present 
io the Board for September. 

Tom Malia (Director) Presented numerous updates on the 
Charity RideEEhighlights include: 

80% of the active members on the roster participated 
in this year's event either selling raffle tickets, designing 
brochures, delivering flyers, assisting with vendors, helping to 
work the event, attending the event, etc. 

preliminary financials are being reviewed, but the 
numbers presented indicate we will probably present approx 
$11,000 to NISRA. 

2 of the 'cash' winners donated $250 back to NISRA 
some individuals were generous enough to donate 

their expenses on items they provided. 
an anonymous member has stepped forward to donate 

$5,000 to NISRA for the Treehouse 
the winner of the motorcycle was very excited to win, 

and is well versed in the tax implications that go along with his 
victory. 

an ad will appear in ROAR conveying our thanks to 
all of our sponsors for the Ride 

one final item requested of the committee is to docu-
ment all of the work they've done to make this event success-
ful, including samples of tickets, flyers, etc. This will be used 
to assist in the next effort. Additionally, work should begin 
now formulating a group, and identifying a Committee 
Chairperson to begin planning for next year's event. 

this Saturday, Tom will lead a ride of the Charity 
route. Details will be communicated to the membership. 

Chuck Prettyman (President) 
Informed Board members he would like their declarations on 
intentions to run for office no later than tomorrow (Wednesday 
9/12). 
A discussion was held regarding the annual banquet. Chuck 
volunteered to look into this, and suggested February 10th as a 
possible date for this event. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for October 10th, 7:30 pm at 
Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 pm. 



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
(September 5, 2006) 

President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

We welcomed the following guests: Bob Miller (guest of Dan/Peggy Strickler). 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer): We have approx $8,200 in the General Operating account, and $15,970 in the Charity account. With 
approximately $2,100 in expenses, our Charity net income is approx $13,900. 

Tom Malia (Director) 
Introduced Ken Glassman, who had a few items he wanted to auction for NISRA. They will be included in Sunday's Charity Ride 

auction if they didn't get auctioned this evening. 
Sunday is ride day. Tom reminded us this is our only charitable event of the year. As a member of Top Cats, please remember you 

are one of the event's "host". Assist our guests any way, shape, or form that you can. 
Registration opens at 8:30 at the Treehouse. First bikes go out around 9:30, with the last ones scheduled to go out around 10:30. 

Dan Strickler and Keith Zawila (and others) will be handling parking at both the Treehouse and Volo. Riders will have a couple of 
options for the rideEsince they will be given route maps as part of their registration package, they can ride themselves. Or, they can 
ride with some of our Ride Leaders. At registration, part of your package will include a wristband you'll need to have to participate 
in activities in Volo. 

As of this evening, we're about $6,000 short of our goal. That does not include any proceeds turned in this evening. We're a few 
days away from the rideE.PLEASE help make this event a success. 

Silent auction items are still welcome, as are any vendors who'd like to participate. 
Tom went over a list of tasks that require staffing. Many folks volunteered to assist with these. 
The silent auction will take place at 3:00 Sunday, with the bike raffle at 3:30. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Bob Carmody introduced new members Bob Peloza and Merrily Arguello, and presented them with their nametags and pins. 
Bob reminded folks if they'd like to have anything embroidered, please see the Membership Committee. They can provide you an 

order form, which you can complete and return to them along with your articles. They will have your items embroidered. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Gary mentioned we're still in need for articles for ROAR. Please contribute. 
Greg Smith provided updates on our upcoming rides. As always, please check our website for details. Of special note are the fol-

lowing items: 
President's Ride (9/17) will be led by Chuck Prettyman. Chuck noted he's thinking of either a Charity 'redo' ride, or possibly a 

door-to-door ride (where folks would pick up members at their house and once the group is fully formed, will meet up with any other 
groups for a ride). Plans are still being formulated. 

Big Cat Ride (9/24) will be led by Steffan Levy. Wayne Kirkpatrick reported the ride would begin with a 9:00 registration at 
the Broken Oar. The McHenry HOG chapter will also participate in the ride, and we'll head over there to pick them up around 10:00. 
After our visit at VOTK, we'll head back to McHenry and then the Broken Oar. 

Rolling Thunder Toys-For-Tots Ride (10/8) will be led by John Lunde. John noted this is an alternative to the December ride in 
Chicago. The ride is $15/bike with proceeds going to the VA hospital (and please don't forget a toy for the kids). The Lake County 
Sheriff's Dept will offer an escort for this ride, which will begin at Journey's End in Mundelein and end at FatBoy's in Gurnee. 

The overnight ride to Galena is back on the schedule for 9/30 - 10/1. We currently have 12 rooms set aside. Further details are 
forthcoming. 

To date, we've had 16 rides. With 6 coming up, we'll have 22 for the year. There are still some open dates available, so if you 
have any in mind, please contact the Activities Committee. 

Windy Krepel (Director) 
Introduced Ric Case who provided a safety tip. Over application of either brake can lead to locking up the front or rear tires. When 

this happens, control and steering are lost. If the front tire becomes locked, immediately release the front brake, and reapply it. If the 
rear tire becomes locked, its best to keep it locked until you stop. Releasing the rear brake when both tires are out of alignment can 
lead to a "high side" (the result of which is usually a violent separation of you from your bike). In all cases, remember to keep your 
head and eyes up, and your handlebars nice and squared to come to a safe stop. 

Larry Scalzitti provided an update on the Long Distance Ride Committee. Over the next few months, he's looking for volunteers 
to get together and possibly set up some plans for rides next year. If you have any ideas or interests, please contact Larry. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 



Introduced Safety Committee Chair Wayne Kirkpatrick, 
who provided a couple of tips. Please remember the pre-ride 
safety meeting conducted by the Road Captain is intended to 
inform everyone about specifics of the ride. Side conversa-
tions are distracting and discourteous. The 2nd tip has to do 
with traveling out of town. Wayne had some AIM (Aid to 
Injured Motorcyclists) pocket calendars that not only provide 
a nice map of the U.S., but also has some useful information 
in it about State laws. If you'd like one, please contact Wayne, 
or attend a GRASS class where these are provided. 

Jim Heniff (Past President) 
Jim briefly reported on upcoming elections. We'll have 1 
office vacated this year (Treasurer), a Director's position open-
ing up with Don Schaffer ending his 2nd year in that office, 
and all Executive Board positions up for reelection. All "Full" 
members are eligible to run for these positions. If you consid-
er running for office, remember that participation is essential. 
Additional information will be forthcoming in ROAR. If you 
have any questions, please contact Jim. 

Comments were taken from the floor: 
Carl Marcyan reminisced about some nice roads he dis-

covered during a 'detour' in Minnesota. 
Wayne Kirkpatrick offered thanks and appreciation from 

Karsten on his recent visit with us. 
Windy Krepel thanked Peggy Strickler and Sandy Vernon 

for the assistance they provided on the Ladies Day Ride. 
Bard Boand offered some thoughts on the hospitality shown 

to him by Karsten on his recent trip thru Europe.. Bard con-
tacted Karsten while he was there and met him in Germany. 
Karsten took Bard on a trip that included Germany, Austria, 
the Italian Alps and more. If you'd like to see some informa-
tion on Bard's WorldTour 2006, please go to Globeriders.com , 
and check out the WorldTour 2006 section. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm. 

Respectfully submittedE.Keith Zawila. 

Vice Presidents Forum 
By Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats 

North Carolina Ride... 
We have all enjoyed the nice roads and attractions that 
we have just north of the border in Wisconsin. But 
nothing compares to the hills of North Carolina. The 
Brandts and Smiths spent a week cruising through 
North Carolina and Tennessee. From the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, to the Biltmore Mansion, the Smoky 
Mountain National Park, and all of the curving and 
twisting side roads, you can't help but think that this is 
why we ride. Add to this a visit to the Jack Daniels fac-
tory and you have a vacation that is second to none. 

Also spotted on a lake in Tennessee were Mick and 
Cindy Bryan. Happy in retirement they have some out-
standing roads just outside their front door. They say 
hello to all of their fellow Top Cats and hope to join us 
on a ride in the future. 

A trip to North Carolina is not complete without a ride 
on the Tail of the Dragon at Deals Gap. 318 curves 
over 11 miles is this roads claim to fame. We took the 
advice of some locals and waited until the afternoon to 
arrive at the Tail. The crotch rockets tend to ride early 
during hot weather. We were almost the only bikes 
there. The ride along the river to the north is fabulous 
and while the gap was fun to ride, there were roads we 
traveled that had just as many curves, just not the pub-
licity. They do have a "Tree of Shame" that contains 
hundreds of broken bike parts. It did appear that most 
of the parts were from crotch rockets. 

Safety had to be put ahead of getting home on time as 
we hit some heavy storms outside of Nashville. So an 
extra night at a Hotel, sitting by the pool and another 
meal of ribs and chicken were in order. If you ever have 
the chance, ride out there. You won't regret it. Quite a 
few Top Cats have traveled to that area and could pro-
vide you with suggestions. Just ask around. 

Other Comments 
Road Captain Reminder: Please remember to send a 
request for RSVPs, along with whatever information 
you would like included to Muriel. As has been the 
Activities policy the past several years, we only send 
them out based on these requests. As a Road Captain, 
you do not have to ask for RSVPs. Perhaps a reminder 
email is all you would like. Whatever your needs are, 
the Activities Team will do their best to help, but they 
need your inputs. 

We still have need for ROAR articles. Don't be shy. Tell 
us about your personal rides or even a Top Cats ride. 
With vacation season coming to a close, there must be 
hundreds of stories we all would enjoy. 

Remember when you were new to Top Cats. That first 
meeting or ride that you atteded? It's sometimes hard to 
get to know people at first. When you see a new mem-
ber or guest, take a few minutes to introduce yourself. 
After a meeting walk up and say hello. It can be hard for 
the board members to do this since we are often tied up 
with issues after a meeting. Let's make them feel at 
home 



September 10 It All Came Together... 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Sunday Sept 10, was a beautiful late summer day that was perfect for a ride in the country. That's how 
the team that put on the Fall Charity Ride made the day seem. 

Starting with a greeting from all the Charity Committee members at the Treehouse in Barrington an 
hour before registration started, until the final drawing for a 2007 Road King, the entire team was in 
complete control. If the weather was raining and cold, it did not matter; they were prepared, upbeat 
and ready to deal with 300 riders. So...it was sunny and mild from Barrington to Volo. 

Most of the players were also on committees or the Board of Directors, or had been on committees in 
the past. Other key team members were fairly new to Top Cats and stepped up to represent the club. 
Past presidents were on hand to help out or add support. 

Road captains were lined up waiting to take guests on a 97 mile back-road tour to Walworth and Volo. 
Enough rolls, scones, coffee and fruit were on hand for a small army or anyone else that arrived. Once 
registration was accomplished with the aid of one of the 7 or 8 people ready to help, a rider could eat, 
visit the tree-house, or take off with one of the road captains. What could be better? Don't tell anyone 
the weather was miserable, because there were all kinds of Top Cats motorcycles parked and waiting. 
Doesn't anyone know the only riders coming will be people like them? And they came. The few, the 
riders, the friends of NISRA. Two bikes pulled in with a passenger on one. At the registration tent I 
asked if they were from Michigan. Yep! Been coming every year for 7 years. Recognized him. I too had 
been here for every ride since 1999. 

Gary Brandt led the first group of 12 riders with Traveler as tail-gun. So what, you say. Before they left 
there were choruses of Thanks for coming! Have a safe ride". And,"we appreciate you being here." It 
was like that all day. Everyone was undeterred while it was raining, getting cooler, and people weren't 
coming out. 

Around 10:30 AM it was decided to move the operation to Volo where the museum was open, food 
was ready and music would be provided. That was the time to head to Volo and backtrack the route 
looking for Gary and his dirty, (wet, anyway) dozen. Found'em! North of Route 120 they were all in a 
tight staggered formation. Bard was somewhere behind them with one more guest rider, and Don 
Schaffer was motoring around with one of the NISRA staff as a passenger. 

Joining that first group out lead by Gary was important. It was necessary to ride with the "riders" to 
experience the whole day. When we pulled into Volo each of the riders was asked about the ride and 
the route. They were as bad off as the Top Cats. They were having a great time, too! Time to grab some 
warm food and tour the museum. Chili, coffee with Baileys, followed by a look at some great old cars. 
All this while it continued to rain. I was enjoying myself. Back at the tents Scott Swearingen sound-
ed like he was tearing the place apart with his music and garage size speakers. All in all, no one seemed 
to mind that the sun had failed to appear. Good planning and excellent execution are the criteria for 
evaluating performance. The Sunday Fall Charity ride and event was a SUCCESS. Tom's team had 
everything under control, and I had fun! 



NORTH CAROLINA 

eals Ga 
Motorcycle 

Resort 
v.dealsgap.com  



THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who helped produce this 
year's Charity Ride Event. Obviously the weather 
gods did not cooperate, but I think the Top Cats had 
all the pieces in place to produce a huge and very 
successful charity event. 

As it was, while we did not get the numbers we had 
hoped for, we still had over 100 people come to our 
Event (This included Toby Mishler who came to our 
Ride for the seventh straight year from Quincy, MI-
225 miles away. His daughter works for NISRA, 
but what a great tribute to his daughter and to the 
cause of NISRA to make this effort year after year). 
The riders that came, stayed despite incredibly bad 
weather (some even went on the actual ride), ate, 
socialized, bought raffle tickets, explored the 
incredible Treehouse, the museum and the vendors, 
enjoyed the entertainment, bought some auction 
items and overall had a great time. 

If my senses are correct, perhaps the most signifi-
cant thing we accomplished this year was to con-
vince a sizeable number of Top Cats that this 
Charity event is not just something that 4-6 of our 
members produce on behalf of our Club, but is 
rather a Top Cat's Motorcycle Club event. So that in 
the future when members inquire about the status of 
the Ride, rather than ask, "How is YOUR Charity 
Ride coming?" the question will be "How is OUR 
Charity Ride coming?" 

As you know, in May we asked all of our members 
to support the Ride by selling or buying $200 worth 
of raffle tickets. This was obviously new news to 
everyone. However 50% of the members on our 
roster stepped-up to this challenge. And, if we 
delete from our roster those individuals that are not 
at all active in the Club, this number goes to 60%. 
Then if we add to these contributors those that made 
an effort to sell some raffle tickets or contributed in 
other ways like helping to design brochures, tee 
shirts etc., the active participation goes to 80%. I 
think this reflects a very commendable level of par-
ticipation. 

On the financial side, you may recall that I stood up 
at our last general meeting-5 days before our event- 

and announced that at that point we were $6,000 in 
the hole in terms of being able to make a contribu-
tion (send a bill?) to NISRA. We collected $8,000 
in raffle proceeds that evening and $1,500 over the 
next few days. On the day of the Ride, we collect-
ed another $6,000 of raffle proceeds and approxi-
mately $1,000 of additional registration fees and 
auction proceeds. These sums, combined with two 
of the cash winners (Brian Shahinian and Ron 
Ezsak) each agreeing to give $250 back to the 
Charity, puts our Club in a position to give some-
thing in excess of $11,000 to NISRA. In addition, 
we had a Top Cat step forward with a $5,000 dona-
tion to NISRA's Treehouse fund, so all told the Top 
Cats were instrumental in contributing $16,000 to 
NISRA's cause. 

The winner of the bike- Rich Sawisch from Wonder 
Lake-bought one ticket at a McHenry County func-
tion from Amy Tober. He is an avid motorcyclist-
rides a Harley-Davidson Heritage today. As you 
might imagine, he is delighted with his good fortune 
and anxious to get his hands on his new motorcycle. 

So should we be pleased with this year's results? 
Yes is my answer in light of the bad weather. But at 
the same time, we ought not be complacent. We 
need to build on this year's momentum. To do that 
we need someone to immediately step forward to 
Chair next year's Ride. We need to do better so that 
in future years our Club can live up to its motto 
"Bikers That Mean Business" by generating signifi-
cant funds to support the efforts of NISRA. 

Despite a few sleepless nights worrying about how 
we were going to make the economics of this event 
work, I was proud to serve as Chairman of this 
year's Top Cat's Charity Ride. We had a great com-
mittee, who all deserve your thanks! And now---
let's do it again! 

Thank you and congratulations to the Top Cats for a 
job well done!! 

Tom Malia 
Chairman-Top Cat's 2006 Charity Ride Committee 



THE WINNER OF THE 
CHARITi RIDE BIKE 
RICH SP,VISCH FROM 

WONDER LAKE 



The Top Cats of Illinois and 
The Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association 

Would Like To Thank The Following Firms and Individuals 
For Contributing To The Success Of The 

10TH ANNUAL TOP CATS-NISRA CHARITY RIDE 

Colemen Joseph Blitstein & Stuart, LLC (Don Schaffer) 
Cornerstone Financial Advisors L.P. (Tom Malia) 

Northwest Herald 
Daily Herald 

Diana's Bananas (Bob Carmody) 
Schiller, DuCanto and Fleck (Carl Marcyan) 

Suburban Harley Davidson 
Allstate Ins. Chris Muehlschlegel, Agent 

Muriel and Gary Brandt 
Carnica Car Detail Des Plaines 

Crystal Lake Kwik - Kopy 
Cycle Werks of Barrington 

D & 1 Bistro 
Durty Nellie's 

The Home Depot, Inc. 
McDonalds-Barrington & Lake Zurich 

Plante & Moran, PLLC (George Cumpata) 
Walgreens 

Whole Foods Market 
ASAP Software 

Barrington Park District 
Blue Sky Marketing 
Bobby's Barrel Inn 

Chicago BMW 
Des Plaines Honda 

Des Plaines Park District 
11 CyclePass 

Kelly's Chicagoland Law Tigers, LLC 
Sue's Sew Unique Embroidery 

Volo Auto Museum 
Woodstock Harley Davidsons 



Kaution Korner 
PEER PRESSURE IS EASY 

By Lizard 

I would like to talk briefly about group dynamics that 
are dangerous because of peer pressure. Even 
assuming that everyone in the group is known to 
each other, there is still a least experienced, least 
skilled/controlled person there. 

That person usually feels that he/she has very little 
choice but to try to"keep up", to try to not hold back 
the group. If nothing else, they often think that 
'stretching' themselves is a learning experience. 
And while it is a learning experience, if you survive 
it , 'keeping up' or not holding back the group should 
not be part of the equation!! 

A brave person will acknowledge their weaknesses 
and not push the envelope aggressively, even if it 
means the rest of the group will recognize those 
weaknesses. A smart rider believes absolutely that 
THEY are responsible for their own ride/safety and 
not incidentally, in not being a potential hazard to 
anyone else. These people ignore peer pressure to 
the point that they might not fit into a particular 
group - and that's fine for all concerned. 

But peer pressure is NOT the real danger - there is 
always peer pressure sometimes thoughtless, 
sometimes just good natured competition, and 
sometimes no more than shared courtesy. It is 
YOUR OWN PERSONAL pressure to perform that 
can be dangerous. I call that your "HEAD". 

What I'm getting at is mental' rightness'- being 
ready and prepared to do what you are about to do, 
and knowing it. If your head is not 'right', STOP and 
get it right before you go another two feet on your 
motorcycle. After more that 30 years of riding 
motorcycles there are times when I simply feel that 
I cannot safely do something that I have done a 
thousand times before - sometimes the most trivial 
of things. When I decide my head isn't right, I take 
a moment or two to get it right, and with confidence 
restored, I proceed. There is no doubt in my mind 
that I could have done it without a problem, But this 
is one experienced rider that is not ashamed to say 
that when my head is 'wrong',I stop and wait until it 
gets 'right'. 

FALL COLORS RIDE.... 

The Fall Colors Ride will take place on 
Saturday, October 14, and will be led by 
Fred Zimbric. The ride will follow the Fall 
Colors Ride route from 2005. This route 
was voted as the best ride for 2005. If you 
didn't make this ride last year, here's your 
opportunity to participate and experience 
one of the best Top Cats rides. There's 
always something a little different with each 
ride, so even if you rode the Fall Colors last 
year, come along this year to enjoy a great 
day and great route. We'll leave from the 
Buffalo Restaurant at the corner of 
Arlington Heights Road and Lake-Cook Road, 
departing at 10:00 AM. If you expect to 
have breakfast, please come early and be 
ready to roll at 10:00 AM. We have a full 
day scheduled which will wind through north-
ern Illinois and southern Wisconsin, all the 
way to the southern Kettle Moraine State 
Park near Palmyra, Wisc. Our lunch stop is 
the Charcoal Grill in Burlington, Wisc. After 
lunch we'll wind our way back to Illinois and 
end the ride at Jesse Oaks in Gages Lake, 
arriving at about 4:30 PM. 

In case of inclement weather, there will be a 
shorter backup route that features a stop at 
Kelly's Leather in Richmond, Illinois. Should 
there be a complete rain-out on Saturday, 
the rain date will be the next day, Sunday, 
October 15 

2006 SUNSET ELIE 

Peer pressure is easy. ..You aren't.. ... 



Vice Presidents Forum 
By Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats 

Wow....another season of riding is winding down already. With only a few rides left we can 
look back at another year of many ride opportunities and a lot of fun. There were 26 rides to 
choose from thanks to the efforts of all the Road Captains. Few clubs have such a calendar. 
Ride attendance this year was balanced and very manageable. Several had 20 to 30 bikes 
while most were around 10 to 20. All were well planned and executed. The weather only 
impacted a few. We visited some new places and returned to several others. A few highlights 
included seeing the Charlie Daniels Band, a great ride south of Davenport along the river, the 
Tripoli Shrine Charity ride, the White Pines brunch, Stock Car races, and of course the many 
eating establishments along the way. (OK, so the Peoria HOG event was lame, but the hot 
wings, parking lot party and the laughs that went with it made the trip well worth while). 

The clubs effort for this years Charity Ride was second to none. We have clearly started some-
thing that can be built upon, if we continue to stick to the recipe and keep a high level of 
involvement. Of course one thing that none of us can control is the weather. So many people 
put in significant effort and time, and we all should be thankful and proud of them. In fact, 
most of our Charity volunteers perform other duties in the club. It's this core group that actu-
ally keeps this club running and moving forward. 

It's never to early to start thinking about next year. Are you one of the 50 or so members who 
have not been very active? Or maybe you're still somewhat new to the club. Perhaps you 
have been considering joining one of our committees but were not sure where you would fit 
best. 2007 will be here before we know it and we will need more people to help out in many 
areas. This is a great time to start thinking about it or to ask questions. Bottom line is this club 
needs you. If you are new to the club there are many ways to become involved as you get 
to know everyone. If you're a longer term member, we need your skills and experience. The 
past is gone and you still have much to offer today! 

The year has also brought its share of challenges. Most have been dealt with but we have 
struggled with the ROAR publication. This fall we will have a special project regarding ROAR. 
We will be looking for a handful of members to help assess the current situation and recom-
mend to the Board, the future direction of ROAR. If you would like to be part of this please let 
me know. We will have 2 or 3 meetings to gather ideas and form a strategy. Participation does 
not mean you have to become a ROAR volunteer. Look for more information on this project 
later in the month. 

Several years ago when Jim Haase raised the activities bar to new heights, we saw the begin-
ning of a large and diverse ride schedule. We now have had 4 years straight of 25 or more 
ride opportunities. New exciting rides mixed in with traditional events. It has been with such 
diversity in mind that we look for Road Captains to develop their rides. More Saturday rides, 
new destinations, some overnight events, and maintaining some of our more obvious themes 
such as the sunset ride etc. So what else would you like to see? Communicate your ideas to 
the activities team or to our Road Captains. Looking to become a Road Captain? We need 
you. We simply do not have enough active Road Captains. Search out a current Road 
Captain and find out what it takes 



ACTIVITIES and EVENTS 
Date Ride/Event Location 	 Destination Time Leader 

Tuesday 
Oct 03 General Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

Sunday 
Oct 08 Rolling Thunder Broken Oar 	All around 8:30am T. Kumro 

Tuesday 
Oct 10 Board Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

Saturday 
Oct 14 Fall Colors Ride Buffalo Restaurant Wisconsin 10:00am F. Zimbric 

(Arlington Heights Rd/Lake Cook Rd) 

Tuesday 
Nov 07 General Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

Sunday 
Nov 12 GRASS Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30am R. Case 

Tuesday 
Nov 14 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

Tuesday 
Dec 05 General Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

Tuesday 
Dec 12 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

Call the hotline (847) 622 -3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  

2006 Activities Summary Table 
New Rides(7) Repeat Rides (14) Non-Top Cat Rides (5) Top Cat Activities 

NISRA Treehouse Ride Kickoff Ride Little Angels Ladies Brunch 1 
PADRE Ride Saddle Sore 500 Ride for Kids GRASS Class 4 
Board Members Pick Up Ride Sunrise Ride Shriners Ride General Meeting 12 
Peoria Overnight Little Sturgis Overnight Big Cat Ride Board Meeting 12 
Dubuque Ride Muscle Car Mania Rolling Thunder TFT 
Brunch Ride New Glarus 
Ladies Ride Black Hills Ride Overnight 

Wheels and Water Ride 
Progressive Dinner 
Sunset Ride 
Charity Ride 
Presidents Ride 
Galena Overnight 
Fall Colors Ride 

Total New Rides 	7 
Repeat Rides 	14 
Non Top Cat Rides 5 
Total Ride Opportunties 26 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 

Keith Zawila 
1605 York Court 
Mundelein 60060 
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